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The Big Ship That Never Came In: Great Eastern 
and Portland, Maine 


by Chris Hall, She was new, she was big, she was It was not to be. Instead of heading for Maine on 
Curator of Exhibits all-iron, and the largest moving September 25, 1859 as originally intended, the Great 
object in civilization, but she was not churning toward anew — Eastern finally sailed west out the English Channel after 


pier on Fish Point in Portland, Maine, much to the growing _ nine chaotic months of set-backs on June 17, 1860. From a 


disappointment of the contemporary account 


officials of the Grand of the maiden voyage: 
Trunk Railway, who “Before I got up, I 
thought they had cut a lay for a few minutes to 
deal with the Great observe the silence and 
Ship Company. quiet of the vessel. In 

The world on both fact, there seemed to be 
sides of the Atlantic no motion to her at all, 
was dumbfounded and and had it not been for 
energized by this the barely perceptible 
extraordinary vessel, buzz of her bow — to 
which was butoneof [ae | which I was very near — 
many undertakings of — Great Eastern, lithograph, U.S. Navy Art Collection as it split the water and 
the visionary English passed it humming 


engineer Isambard Kingdom Brunel. The Great Eastern was along the vessel's beautiful wave-line, I should not have been 
the largest ship in the world from her launch at London in _able to decide with certainty whether she was going on or 


1858 until she was scrapped in 1889. Her length was not standing still. Vibration there was none, and as for the usual 
exceeded until 1899, her tonnage not until 1903. She was clatter of machinery, which is the distinguishing feature of a 
over twice as long as the previous largest ship, the cable- steamship, it could not be heard at all. Moreover, there was 
laying steam frigate USS Niagara launched the year before. —_ not any of the squeaking and squealing of timbers and tor- 
oe. Brunel was to die within a year of her launch, and so tured wood work, which makes up a hideous serenade on all 
oO Q ae would never know how this ship emerged from the finan- other vessels, ...indeed, I could not make it certain to my 
Sos Z : A : 2 
- ae F cial chaos aan human tragedy of her early years to ulti- senses that she had not stopped, until, looking out of my port- 
> E 2S mately validate the idea of ships growing bigger than one’s : 


Continued 4 
wildest dreams. ontinuea on page 


Brunel struggled for over three months to launch the gar- 
gantuan iron-plated vessel, finally succeeding in January of 
1858. Meanwhile, with their eyes on the burgeoning emigra- 


Explore the Great Eastern and 


tion market, the board of the Grand Trunk Railway in eet ve eee exhibit 
Montreal, Canada, nervously ruffled their 1857 agreement Some Burdensome: 

with the Great Ship Company to exclusively access their new Big Ships, Big Cargoes 
purpose-built terminal in ice-free Portland, thus exploiting December 12, 2009 — June 28, 2010 
the GTR rail-link to the Atlantic that avoided the delays of in the Morse Gallery 

the icebound St. Lawrence. 


Portland-town was all in a ‘iz in the fall of ‘59 with the and 
prospect of roping the sensational ship with the six masts 
(named for the days of the week) into their new double wharf. 
“The ample width of the promenade and the vacant land adjoin- 
ing, will afford good accommodation for eight to ten setige 2 Big Ship Smack-Down: 
spectators, who can here look down upon the steamer’ deck at ; 
high water, embracing at the same time a panoramic view of our Who's Got the Biggest? 
harbor and a part of the three hundred isles of Casco Bay.” April 10, 2010 
“Portland Advertiser,” Sept. 9, 1859 


Join the debate about the biggest ship 
ever and place your vote at our 


38th Annual History Symposium: 
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compelling exhibitions, and 
historic shipyard, all conne 


Maine Maritime Museum offers 
unique experiences through unsur- 
passed collections, well-maintained — 
historic buildings, compelling exhibits, 
and outstanding educational program- 
ming and services. The institution is 
financially sound and forward focused; 
new technologies and viewpoints are _ 
embraced in a timely manner. Visitors, _ 
members, volunteers, and staff are 
enriched by their involvement with _ 
the Museum; the Museums vitality 
infuses the regional and national cul- 
tures and economies. The Museum is 
a world-class museum attracting a 
global audience to Maine’s rich mar- 
itime heritage and culture. 
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Making a Difference 


When I left Bucks County, Pennsylvania to move to 
Maine, a woman I worked with at the Michener Art 
Museum gave me a compliment that I will always remem- 
ber. She told me I had made a difference there and she was 
sure I would make a positive difference at Maine Maritime 
Museum. Those words have meant so much to me because 
I believe that is the purpose of life: to use your time to 
make the world a little bit better in a way that uses what- 
ever unique skills you have. 

I haven’t been at MMM long enough to say what kind 
of difference I have made, but there are many others who 
have done so in ways that are profound and lasting. 
Nathan Lipfert, for example, has been working in various 
curatorial roles at MMM for so long and his knowledge of 
the collection is so deep that he can — and does — educate 
staff and visitors about Maine’s maritime past in a way that 
few others can match. Likewise we have volunteers — far 
too many to single out — who are experts in their own 
right and generously share their time and knowledge with 
others. There are donors who make gifts of collections 
objects and financial contributions that sustain and 
strengthen our purpose. And behind all of this are the 
Trustees who guide and govern, serve and support. Often 
these roles overlap in different ways that make a truly 
transformative difference in an organization. 

Ken Kramer was a trustee of Maine Maritime Museum 
for nearly 20 years. He lived in Barnstable, Massachusetts 
and Arrowsic. His knowledge of maritime affairs was as 
deep as his passion for the Museum. Sadly, after a long 


ed) 


battle with cancer, Ken passed away in April 2009. While 
he lived he made a tremendous difference in the life of this 
Museum through his wisdom and his generous financial 
support which enabled the Museum to grow and thrive. 
He was endlessly kind and participated in the life of the 
Museum in thoughtful, meaningful ways. He left behind a 
tremendous gift of collections objects, an unrestricted gift 
of his 401K retirement plan, and a restricted gift of land 
and cash directed toward a few projects that Ken sup- 
ported. It will be several months before the gift is realized 
and we are planning a strategy that will help us leverage his 
gift with grant funds to make sure we implement the 
bequest in the most efficient way possible. Ken made a big 
difference to this organization in life and, through his 
planned gift, his legacy will live on here for generations. 

All our members and supporters — at every level — have 
collectively made a transformative difference in this com- 
munity. We on the Museum staff have the opportunity to 
see it every day in the faces of visitors and the comments 
they leave behind in our guest book. I hope you will all 
join me in appreciating the contributions our staff, volun- 
teers, and trustees make to this organization and know that 
we are deeply grateful for helping us make a difference. 


Amy Lent 


Executive Director 


MMM Volunteers and Staff show their pride at Spring Quartermasters Day. 
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Big Ship Smack-Down: 
Who's Got the Biggest? 


38th Annual Walker Maritime History Symposium 


April 10, 2010 


Do you have an opinion about which 
was the largest wooden ship ever built? 
The largest in the United States? The 
largest in North America? For our 2010 
Symposium, we are putting together 
something of great interest to staff and 
volunteers at the Museum. People asso- 
ciated with the Museum frequently are 
heard to say that the six mast schooner 
Wyoming (built at the Percy & Small 
shipyard, now part of the Museum) was 
the largest wooden vessel built in the 
US, or just the largest wooden vessel, 
period. How do people from other 
parts feel about this? What vessels are 
the Wyomings competitors? 

In fact, residents of Massachusetts 
do go on about their 1854 clipper 
Great Republic, and Canadians feel the 
same about their huge timber ships, 
Columbus (1824) and Baron of Renfrew 
(1825). It is possible that the British 
feel strongly about their warships of 


1858, H.M.S. Orlando and H.M.S. 
Mersey. And what about those crazy 


Chinese ships from the 1400s that were 


supposed to be so huge? We could go 
on at length. So what we propose is a 
vigorous debate, with expert advocates 
for each of these vessels making their 
best cases. You can listen to what they 
have to say, make up your own mind, 
and vote. We will count the votes and 
announce the findings at the end. 

We will also have speakers from the 
shipbuilding and shipping industry 
talking about how the largest ships 
today are built and sailed. In odd 
moments we will have an open micro- 
phone for scholars and students to 
briefly mention work they have in 
progress or recently finished. 

Keep your calendars marked for 
April 10, 2010 and help decide who's 
got the biggest. More details in the 
next Rhumb Line. 


Coming your way December 11, 2009 — 


October 2009 


Howard Klerk 


My favorite artifact is located on the first floor of the Mill Annex. It is 
approximately 6’ x 8’ and is a section of the George R. Skolfield. The 
George R. Skolfield was built at the Skolfield Yard in Brunswick, Maine and 
was launched at midnight on June 13 — 14, 1885. She was the last of 787 
vessels built by the Skolfield family. She was 232.1’ x 39.7’ x 24’. She was 
ship-rigged (three masts), had two decks, and measured 1,644.9 tons. She 
was built at a cost of $87,965.19. 

The Skolfield family has a long Maine history, in addition to their 
great and varied maritime accomplishments. Their Maine history began 
with the arrival of Thomas Skolfield, age 27, in 1734. Thomas eventually 
settled on upper Harpswell Neck in Brunswick Township ca 1739. The 
sea and shipbuilding were the lifeblood of the family — 59 Skolfields were 
mariners, ranging from seamen to masters. William Skolfield (1760 — 
1822) served as a seaman on the frigate Constitution from July 1799 to 
April 1801, as did William Skolfield, Jr., who served on her as a “boy” 
from July 1799 to April 1801. 

The artifact in question is a Maine Maritime Museum docent's dream. 
Many of the aspects of a wooden vessel’s construction are easily seen in this 
display. It consists of three frames (each frame consists of two ribs con- 
nected by trunnels), both outer and inner (ceiling) planking, a bilge vent, 
part of a scarf joint, a shelf strake, and lots of trunnels properly split and 
wedged 90 degrees to the grain of the plank. The butt joints of each rib 
section are backed up by a solid section of the sister rib in the same frame. 

When the George R. Skolfield was 15 years old, she was converted to a 
barge. In 1920, her tow hawser broke and she drifted onto the beach at 
Sea Isle, New Jersey. There she broke up and was buried in the sand. In 
1972 a piece of her reappeared, was excavated, and a section was donated 
to the Maine Maritime Museum, where it remains today for all to see. 
When you come to the Museum, look for it, study it, and marvel at the 
wonders of the lost art of building the great wooden ships of yesteryear. 


Editor’s Note: Howard Klerk has been with Maine Maritime Museum since 
1997, serving as Visitor Services Assistant (VSA) for many 
summers. He frequently serves as a Percy & Small Shipyard Tour 

Guide, introducing visitors to its history and to the artifacts in 

the historic buildings. 
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Maine Maritime Museum offers 
unique experiences through unsur- 
passed collections, well-maintained - 7 
historic buildings, compelling exhibits, _ 
and outstanding educational program- __ 
ming and services. The institution is 
financially sound and forward focused; — 
new technologies and viewpoints are 
embraced in a timely manner. Visitors, 
members, volunteers, and staff are 
enriched by their involvement with 
the Museum; the Museums vitality 
infuses the regional and national cul- 
tures and economies. The Museum is _ 
a world-class museum attracting a 
global audience to Maine's rich mar- 
itime heritage and culture. 
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Making a Difference 


When I left Bucks County, Pennsylvania to move to 
Maine, a woman I worked with at the Michener Art 
Museum gave me a compliment that I will always remem- 
ber. She told me I had made a difference there and she was 
sure I would make a positive difference at Maine Maritime 
Museum. Those words have meant so much to me because 
I believe that is the purpose of life: to use your time to 
make the world a little bit better in a way that uses what- 
ever unique skills you have. 

I haven’t been at MMM long enough to say what kind 
of difference I have made, but there are many others who 
have done so in ways that are profound and lasting. 
Nathan Lipfert, for example, has been working in various 
curatorial roles at MMM for so long and his knowledge of 
the collection is so deep that he can — and does — educate 
staff and visitors about Maine’s maritime past in a way that 
few others can match. Likewise we have volunteers — far 
too many to single out — who are experts in their own 
right and generously share their time and knowledge with 
others. There are donors who make gifts of collections 
objects and financial contributions that sustain and 
strengthen our purpose. And behind all of this are the 
Trustees who guide and govern, serve and support. Often 
these roles overlap in different ways that make a truly 
transformative difference in an organization. 

Ken Kramer was a trustee of Maine Maritime Museum 
for nearly 20 years. He lived in Barnstable, Massachusetts 


and Arrowsic. His knowledge of maritime affairs was as 
deep as his passion for the Museum. Sadly, after a long 


MMM Volunteers and Staff show their pride at Spring Quartermasters Day. 


battle with cancer, Ken passed away in April 2009. While 
he lived he made a tremendous difference in the life of this 
Museum through his wisdom and his generous financial 
support which enabled the Museum to grow and thrive. 
He was endlessly kind and participated in the life of the 
Museum in thoughtful, meaningful ways. He left behind a 
tremendous gift of collections objects, an unrestricted gift 
of his 401K retirement plan, and a restricted gift of land 
and cash directed toward a few projects that Ken sup- 
ported. It will be several months before the gift is realized 
and we are planning a strategy that will help us leverage his 
gift with grant funds to make sure we implement the 
bequest in the most efficient way possible. Ken made a big 
difference to this organization in life and, through his 
planned gift, his legacy will live on here for generations. 

All our members and supporters — at every level — have 
collectively made a transformative difference in this com- 
munity. We on the Museum staff have the opportunity to 
see it every day in the faces of visitors and the comments 
they leave behind in our guest book. I hope you will all 
join me in appreciating the contributions our staff, volun- 
teers, and trustees make to this organization and know that 
we are deeply grateful for helping us make a difference. 


Amy Lent 
Executive Director 
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Big Ship Smack-Down: 
Who's Got the Biggest? 


38th Annual Walker Maritime History Symposium 


April 10, 2010 


Do you have an opinion about which 
was the largest wooden ship ever built? 
The largest in the United States? The 
largest in North America? For our 2010 
Symposium, we are putting together 
something of great interest to staff and 
volunteers at the Museum. People asso- 
ciated with the Museum frequently are 
heard to say that the six mast schooner 
Wyoming (built at the Percy 8¢ Small 
shipyard, now part of the Museum) was 
the largest wooden vessel built in the 
US, or just the largest wooden vessel, 
period. How do people from other 
parts feel about this? What vessels are 
the Wyomings competitors? 

In fact, residents of Massachusetts 
do go on about their 1854 clipper 
Great Republic, and Canadians feel the 
same about their huge timber ships, 
Columbus (1824) and Baron of Renfrew 
(1825). It is possible that the British 
feel strongly about their warships of 


Big Ships, Big Car 


1858, H.M.S. Orlando and H.M.S. 
Mersey. And what about those crazy 
Chinese ships from the 1400s that were 
supposed to be so huge? We could go 
on at length. So what we propose is a 
vigorous debate, with expert advocates 
for each of these vessels making their 
best cases. You can listen to what they 
have to say, make up your own mind, 
and vote. We will count the votes and 
announce the findings at the end. 

We will also have speakers from the 
shipbuilding and shipping industry 
talking about how the largest ships 
today are built and sailed. In odd 
moments we will have an open micro- 
phone for scholars and students to 
briefly mention work they have in 
progress or recently finished. 

Keep your calendars marked for 
April 10, 2010 and help decide who's 
got the biggest. More details in the 
next Rhumb Line. 


Coming your way December 11, 2009 
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Howard Klerk | | 


My favorite artifact is located on the first floor of the Mill Annex. It is 
approximately 6’ x 8’ and is a section of the George R. Skolfield. The 
George R. Skolfield was built at the Skolfield Yard in Brunswick, Maine and 
was launched at midnight on June 13 — 14, 1885. She was the last of 787 
vessels built by the Skolfield family. She was 232.1’ x 39.7’ x 24’. She was 
ship-rigged (three masts), had two decks, and measured 1,644.9 tons. She 
was built at a cost of $87,965.19. 

The Skolfield family has a long Maine history, in addition to their 
great and varied maritime accomplishments. Their Maine history began 
with the arrival of Thomas Skolfield, age 27, in 1734. Thomas eventually 
settled on upper Harpswell Neck in Brunswick Township ca 1739. The 
sea and shipbuilding were the lifeblood of the family — 59 Skolfields were 
mariners, ranging from seamen to masters. William Skolfield (1760 — 
1822) served as a seaman on the frigate Constitution from July 1799 to 
April 1801, as did William Skolfield, Jr., who served on her as a “boy” 
from July 1799 to April 1801. 

The artifact in question is a Maine Maritime Museum docent's dream. 
Many of the aspects of a wooden vessel’s construction are easily seen in this 
display. It consists of three frames (each frame consists of two ribs con- 
nected by trunnels), both outer and inner (ceiling) planking, a bilge vent, 
part of a scarf joint, a shelf strake, and lots of trunnels properly split and 
wedged 90 degrees to the grain of the plank. The butt joints of each rib 
section are backed up by a solid section of the sister rib in the same frame. 

When the George R. Skolfield was 15 years old, she was converted to a 
barge. In 1920, her tow hawser broke and she drifted onto the beach at 
Sea Isle, New Jersey. There she broke up and was buried in the sand. In 
1972 a piece of her reappeared, was excavated, and a section was donated 
to the Maine Maritime Museum, where it remains today for all to see. 
When you come to the Museum, look for it, study it, and marvel at the 
wonders of the lost art of building the great wooden ships of yesteryear. 


Editor’s Note: Howard Klerk has been with Maine Maritime Museum since 
1997, serving as Visitor Services Assistant (VSA) for many 
summers. He frequently serves as a Percy & Small Shipyard Tour 


Guide, introducing visitors to its history and to the artifacts in 
the historic buildings. 


and Portland, Maine 
Continued from page 1 


hole, I saw the ocean passing by, and our vast mass moving 
gradually through it like a floating castle.” 

There was relief aboard from passengers strolling the 
length of the port and starboard promenades, called 
Broadway and Fifth Ave. respectively, as the ship moved 
farther out into the Atlantic. 

“Some of us had been apprehensive, from the mild manner 
in which we had set out, that the voyage might run through 
the entire length of its term in the same dull way, and thus, 
while it deprived us of the least possibility of becoming heroes, 
land us at New York without any further knowledge of the 
ship and her sea-going qualities than we could have learned 
by studying her while anchored in the Thames. The fear of 
such disappointment, however, was dispelled by the time we 
had wiped our beards from dinner, for on ascending to the 
deck at six o'clock and taking our position on the elevated 
grating in her bow, we saw the leviathan, before so dead, so 
apparently inert, and which had been passing through the 
waters like some spectral island, quicken with life and bend 
with a slow grandeur to the motion of the sea. ‘Thank God, 
she rolls!’ exclaimed an experienced officer.” 

But it was toward Sandy Hook, not Cape Elizabeth, that 
the ‘spectral island’ was steaming. What 
had changed? The sea trials of the Great 
Eastern between launch and maiden 
voyage were beset with delay and 

mishap: a major explosion in the feed 
water system for the boilers within hours 
of her first trial killed or injured 13 stok- 
ers, and nearly took the captain's daugh- 
ter; several financial restructurings to 
cope with unforeseen launch costs; and 
the further loss of the original captain 
who overturned in a small boat returning 
from shore during a subsequent trial. 

It remains unclear just when, in all the 
tumult, the Grand Trunk Railway obliga- 
tion was set aside; much of the first 
voyage cost was defrayed by working the 
novelty of the vessel, charging visitor 
admission in port and by several passen- 
ger excursions down the East Coast as far 
as Norfolk, where free coal was promised 
for the leviathan’s five boilers, hinting at a cargo that would 
ultimately pay the way for many big ships after the Civil 
War. The greater acclaim (and passenger pool) of the Port of 
New York would have sorely tempted the Directors of the 
Great Ship Co. 

Sensing the way the wind was blowing, a deputation 
from Portland laid out their grievances with the Great Ship 
Company as the GE basked in the glow of the New York 
multitudes in July of 1860. From the Portland Advertiser of 
July 2: “The plain facts respecting the trip of the Great 


Detail of the Great Eastern Pier from the 1876 Joseph Warner bird's eye view of 
Portland (Library of Congress) 


The Big Ship That Never Came In: Great Eastern 


Eastern to our port are these. Among the early friends and 
stockholders were several stockholders of the Grand Trunk 
Railway, and knowing the peculiar advantages of our harbor; 
that it has no bar and allows ingress or egress by night or by 
day to larger ships even than Great Eastern (if such should 
ever be built,) they proposed to the Ships Company to furnish 
the necessary wharf and other accommodations, provided the 
ship would make her first trip to Portland. ... We admit that 
the Great Ship will have a greater number of visitors at New- 
York than here, but the parties who agreed to come to 
Portland first knew this, as well as their successors and assigns. 
_.. Under these facts we submit whether it is not the duty of 
her agents now to redeem the British faith as far as in them 
lies, and order her, after she has remained a proper time in 
New-York, to come to Portland and afford the large popula- 
tion in New-England, Canada, and the British Provinces east 
of us an opportunity to visit her.” 

The Great Eastern would never learn the ‘peculiar 
advantages’ of the harbor. The pattern of shipping in 
Portland remained bound to ‘smaller’ vessels, which could 
dock closer to the historical commercial hub of shipping 


agent offices, chandleries, and terminal warehouses just the 


extra half mile into town. 

Great Eastern Wharfs, a.k.a. Leviathan Ocean Steamers 
Wharfs, were isolated from the commercial center of 
Portland due to the anticipated scale of docking the largest 
ship in the world. There would have been no room for the 
Great Eastern further into the harbor; despite the fine view 
from the Eastern Prom, this removed location was a precur- 
sor to many modern supertanker terminals that are simply 
the end of the pipeline with a series of large floodlit dol- 
phin piers at the edge of nowhere. 
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The allure of big ships continues to provoke arguments over the size of 
Portland’s terminal piers, with some factions wishing to attract the ever-larger 


passenger cruise vessels now being built. 


PR ge 


When the Queen Mary 2 put in an appearance in Portland in October, 2004, at 
963 feet/ 70,327 tons (Great Eastern was 692 feet/18,915 tons), she remained at 
anchor off Fort Gorges, with her 2620 passengers lightered to shore. (She was 
diverted from a return in 2008 by Hurricane Kyle.) Their respective profiles are 


superimposed to scale below. 


The next super-sized Royal Caribbean Oasis class now under construction in 
Finland will entertain 5400 passengers at 1181 feet long and 220,000 tons. That's 
a lot of T-shirts and lobster rolls that could be sold, but Portland Harbor is no 
bigger than when they tried to pull the Great Eastern in. 
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Visiting either Coastal 
: Maine Botanical Gardens 
MARITIME : - 
MUSEUM - or Maine Maritime 
Museum is a memorable, 


even n life-changing experience. Visiting both within a day or two of each 


! offers a whole new perspective on the world we call Maine, and dis- 


ae and Blooms . 


, s and Museum. within a 


such an incredible wedding recep- 
n? We could not have been 
pier with the location. The 
‘oom was the perfect size for our 
_ guests and everyone had a wonder- 


ful time going out on the deck and 


admiring the river. The room was 
so clean and we had everything we 


: needed. Thank i - Photo Courtesy of Roger Duncan Photography 


(207) 443-9665 


it was so pee af you to » send the mugs, as well! We had a lot of fun 
opening those and using them will brs back fond memories all 


througho it our lives. 


Fall and Winter Programs 


Special Events 


Downeast Shipmodeler’s 
Guild Show 
FRIDAY-MONDAY, OCTOBER 9-12 
FREE with Museum Admission 


Maine Maritime Museum will host the 
work of the Downeast Shipmodeler’s 
Guild in the Museum's galleries. A vari- 
ety of craft in different scales will be 
represented: yachts, steamships, fishing 
vessels, naval and merchant ships. 
Members of the Guild will be on hand 
to answer questions and demonstrate 
modeling techniques. 


Do-It-Yourself (DIY) Boat . 
Maintenance 

Winterizing Your Outboard Engine 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 6 — 8PM 
Members $50/Non-members $65 

Limit 10 students. Registration deadline 
October 5 


This seminar will focus on understand- 
ing your basic outboard engine. Our 
instructor will address common prob- 
lems, proper fluid and filter changes, 
and annual winterization. 


Kayak Merrymeeting Bay - 
new trip added! 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10, 9AM — 1 PM 
Members $60/ Non-members $65/ 
Children under 16 years $30/ Minimum 
age 12. No experience necessary. Advanced 
reservations required. 


Explore the beauty of Merrymeeting 
Bay, paddling alongside seals, ospreys, 
eagles and more. These four-hour expe- 
ditions are lead by registered Maine 
Guides and members of local environ- 
mental organizations who will interpret 
the extraordinary ecological vitality, 
abundant wildlife, and current chal- 
lenges. All necessary equipment is pro- 
vided: kayak, paddle, PFD. Cameras 
are a must. This program is made pos- 
sible thanks to the sponsorship of the 
Merrymeeting Bay Trust and the col- 
laborative efforts of the Kennebec 
Estuary Land Trust and Maine 
Audubon Society. 


Maine Boatbuilder Tours 
Wilbur Yachts 

Southwest Harbor, Maine 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1PM 
Members $15/Non-members $20 
Registration deadline is October 13. 
Directions will be provided. 


Wilbur Yachts has built well in excess of 
two hundred custom boats over the past 
30 years and the staff works diligently to 
make the building process a unique and 
pleasant experience for their owners. 
Throughout the boatyard you will see 
the motto, “The bitterness of poor qual- 
ity remains long after the sweetness of 
low price is forgotten.” Join us on this 
unique tour and see how they do it. 


Kids Pirates Party 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 5-8PM 
Members $5/Member family in advance $15 
Non-member $6/Non-member family in 
advance $20 

$7/Non-member or $25/family day of event 


It’s the 14th annual 
Pirates Party! Dress 
like a pirate or don 
your favorite 
Halloween costume. 
There’s always plenty 
of fun and adventure 
with our crafts and 
games including the 
haunted pirate ship, 


treasure hunt, listen- 
ing to pirate tales around the bonfire, 
singing sea shanties with Roll & Go. 
This party is a Maine tradition not to 
be missed! Brethren of the Coast Sponsor: 
Holland Chiropractic Wellness Center 


Knots, Bends, & Hitches 
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 17, 6-8PM 
Members $45/ Non-members $50 


The Knots, Bends, and Hitches work- 
shop is a hands-on “learn how to tie 
knots” program geared to a wide audi- 
ence. The kit comes with a copy of the 
USPS Guide Knots, Bends and Hitches 
for Mariners, a copy of the slide notes 
and a kit including a die-cut knot board 
and two lengths of line. Participants 
learn to tie a set of the most useful 
knots, and take the whole package 
home to practice these and a whole host 


of other knots described in the book. 


Festival of Trees: “A Green 
Christmas” Benefit for the 
Bath Area Family YMCA 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1 

“Tots and Trees,” 9:30 — 11am 
Cookie decorating, maritime holiday 
activities, and stories with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus. 

“All Ages Welcome,” 4 - 5:30 pm 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 

“Holiday Gala,” 5:30 - 8 pm 

$25 

Sip champagne and enjoy hors d’oeu- 
vres at the Holiday Gala to benefit the 
Bath Area Family YMCA. Long Reach 
Hall looks and smells wonderful with 
trees sponsored by local businesses and 
decorated by non-profit organizations. 
“Green Christmas”- themed trees will 


be awarded to high bidders. 


Celebrate the 100th 
Anniversary of the 
WYOMING Launching 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 12:45PM 
FREE Admission to the Museum/20% off 
Wyoming merchandise in the Museum Store 


Celebrate with free admission and join 
us as we raise a glass and toast the 
100th anniversary of the launching of 
the largest wooden schooner ever built. 
Wyoming was built by Percy and Small 
and was christened on December 15, 
1909 by sponsor Lena Natrona Brooks 
(McCleary), the daughter of Wyoming 
Governor Bryant Butler Brooks. The 
schooner represented the highest devel- 
opment in the construction of wooden 
sailing vessels of its time and slid into 
history as the last six-master built on 
the east coast. On March 11, 1924 
bound from Norfolk, Virginia for St. 
John, New Brunswick under the com- 
mand of Captain Charles Glaesel of 
Boston, Wyoming foundered off 
Pollock Rip Channel in heavy seas and 
sank with the loss of all hands. Join us 


as we honor this legendary vessel. 


To register for programs call (207) 443-1316 ext. 0 or visit our website: www.MaineMaritimeMuseum.org 
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The Rhumb Line 


Home for the 

Holidays: 

A Victorian 

Christmas 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 

18, 5-8PM (Reading at 7 PM) 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19, 10AM-8PM 
(Reading at 7 PM) 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 10AM-2PM 
(Reading at Noon) 

Members FREE/Non-members 
$5/Children (6 and under) $2 


Visit the home of shipbuilder William T. 
Donnell, re-dressed in traditional holi- 
day décor reminiscent of its Victorian 
Era. Experience the holidays in Bath as 
people did more than a century ago. 
Guests are welcome to tour the house 


and enjoy holiday wassail, gingersnap 
cookies, holiday crafts, period music, 
and perhaps sing a few carols in the 
parlor. Meet Addiella Donnell and hear 
Charles Dickens read “A Christmas 
Carrol” at times specified above. - 
Holiday shopping in the Museum store 
is always free and available until 5pm. 
Museum admission not included. 


Big Ships Big Cargoes 
Lecture Series 

“The Ins and Outs of American 
Shipping” 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17, GPM 
Members $5/Non-members $7 


“Everything that you consume — from 
the flour in your bread, the toaster you 
toast it in, and the power that runs the 
toaster — never mind the newspaper you 
read with your toast, the car (and fuel) 
you used to fetch the bread, and the 
ice-free road over which you drove — 
has made its way into your world pri- 
marily due to maritime shipping. In 
2008, U.S. waterborne trades (both for- 
eign imports and domestic) amounted 
to 1.8 billion metric tons. In other 
words, over 6.5 tons of cargo for each 
and every individual in the United 
States was shipped over water, whether 
as food, fuel, consumer goods, or mate- 
rials from which these are produced. 
Learn about the vessels and gear of this 
invisible, yet indispensible world, and 
its highly trained, highly specialized 
personnel. Charles Weeks is a former 
employee of the American Export 
Isbrandtsen Lines and has taught intro- 
duction to shipping, cargo stowage, 
ship’s structure, stability and license 
prep at Maine Maritime Academy for 
the past 36 years. 
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Navigation Course 

Weekend Navigator 

TUESDAYS, JANUARY 12 - MARCH 2, 
7-9PM 

Members $100/ Non-members $110 

The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary’s 
Weekend Navigation Course is a com- 
prehensive course designed for both 


waters and boating conditions. Topics 
include navigation and piloting with- 
out electronics; tools of navigation; 
waypoint navigation; planning with 
GPS and paper charts; tides, winds, 
and currents; and radar. The class ends 
with navigation problems using the 
Three Rivers chart, which covers the 


experienced and novice powerboat and = 97©4 between Small Point and 


sailboat operators (This course replaces Pemaquid Point. Cost of the course 
includes the Weekend Navigator text- 


book and the Three Rivers Chart. 


Navigation tools (divider and roller 


the Basic and Advanced Navigation 
course previously offered by the 

Auxiliary). This course covers skills 
required for safe voyages on a variety of plotter) can be purchased, if needed. 


“This is the Best Program We've Ever Done” 
New Approaches in Education 


We all need a little sprucing up now and again. 
The same thinking has been applied to MMM's 
educational programs, which have introduced 
school children to the world of Maine's mar- 
itime history for as long as the Museum has 
been in operation — nearly 50 years. 

“We're adding new components, in particu- 
lar hands-on elements, to school program- 
ming,” says Museum Educator and multiple 
award-winning author Jim Nelson. “It’s one 
thing to tell the kids how a sea chantey helps 
sailors work together. It’s quite another to have 
them hauling on a line for all they're worth, 
trying to pull me across the floor, while 
singing a chantey. They love it, and it really 
sticks in their minds. We believe it fires their 
imagination.” 

MMM'°s school programs cover the whole 
range of the Museum’s educational mission, 
from teaching about life at sea in the 18th cen- 
tury to shipbuilding and the fishing industry, 
with hands-on elements in each. Students 
assemble a ship model as they learn how the 
big ships were built at the old Percy and Small 
shipyard, or heave around on a capstan as they 
see how the heaviest work on shipboard was 
done. They might examine a live lobster in more detail than is commonly done at 
the restaurant or stomping barefoot in muddy “daub” as they help build a replica 
of one of the Popham colony’s wattle and daub houses of 1607. 

With this hands-on approach to educational programming, the Museum is now 
taking the show on the road. Jason Morin, Director of Public Programming, 
explains, “Schools are having a hard time, particularly with transportation costs; so 
we are taking our school programs into the classroom.” The programs are shorter 
(tailored to fit into a single class period) and comply with Maine Learning Results. 
As one Bath elementary school teacher recently commented at the end of the new 
Building a Wooden Ship Program, “This was the best program we've ever done!” 


Wattle and Daub construction in 
__ the classroom. 


At the Museum... 


For more information on the Museum's educational programs, contact 

Jim Nelson at 443-1316, ext 325 or nelson@MaritimeME.org. To schedule a 
program for your class, contact Christine Litcomb at 443-1316, ext. 322 or 
titcomb@MaritimeME.org. Programs tailored for K-8 math, social sciences, 
history, home school programs, etc. Schedule now. 
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Exhibits: 
Net Worth: the Rise and Fall of Maine's Fin Fisheries 
through November 29, 2009 


Some Burdensome: Big Ships, Big Cargoes 
December 12, 2009 - June 28, 2010 


Art Benefit: 


Along the Kennebec Estuary 
through December 18, 2009 


Pastels and Watercolors celebrating the Kennebec Estuary by 
Sally Loughbridge 
A portion of art sales to benefit the Kennebec Estuary Land Trust and Maine Maritime Museum 


October 


Boatshop DIY: Winterizing your Outboard Engine 


9-12 Downeast Shipmodelers Exhibit and Demonstrations 
10 Kayak Merrymeeting Bay 
12 Last day of Cruise Season 
16 Maine Boatbuilders Tours: Wilbur Yachts 
-17 Fall Quartermasters Day 
21 Volunteer Recognition Event 


Pirates Party 


November 


12 Volunteer Wrap-Up Session 
17 Knots, Bends & Hitches Workshop 
Closing of Net Worth exhibit 


December 


Festival of Trees “A Green Christmas” to benefit the 
Bath Area YMCA 
2 Festival of Trees Holiday Gala 
11 Members Opening Reception: | 
Some Burdensome: Big Ships, Big Cargoes 
12 Exhibit opens to the Public 
15 Wyoming 100th Anniversary Celebration—FREE Admission 
17 Lecture: The Ins and Outs of Shipping 
18 Last day of Along the Kennebec Estuary Benefit 
18-20 Home for the Holidays: A Victorian Christmas 
24 Last day of 20% off Members’ discount in the Museum Store 


January 


Weekend Navigator Course Begins 


Left to Right 


Tall Ships Visit: The Bounty and Blue Nose II 


Left to Right 


Net Worth: The Rise and Fall of 
Maine’s Fin Fisheries deploys full 
size nets for a “fish-eye” view 


New charter fishing trips with 
Dave Pecci are a big success! 
Maia Titcomb, Dave Pecci and a 
striper that was so big it had to 
go back 


1,200 visitors at Mariner's 
Day Open House to cele- 
brate the workers of Bath 
Iron Works 


| Left to Right 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Under the Tent: Mariners 
Award ‘09 


MMM introduced Collection 
Vault Tours 


Above Left to Right 


Kayakers experienced the extraordinary wildlife of 


Merrymeeting Bay with support from Merrymeeting 
Bay Trust 


19 “Young Mariners” experienced camp at MMM 


The Boatshop: Kids build a boat for the Children’s 
Reading Room at Patten Free Library 


Left to Right 


Visitors stepped back 400 years to experience fisheries 
past thanks to a grant from Maine Humanities Council 


Left- Native American encampment 


Right- 17th Century codfish flaking and salting 
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Young Mariners 


Sea Scouts at MMM: 
All at Sea with the 
Kennebec Rovers 


Sea Scout Ship 243, 
the Kennebec Rover has 
hit the ground running 
(or hit the water sail- 
ing) with a number of 
activities organized by 
the scouts themselves. 
With the ship estab- 
lished this past spring, 
the summer has been 
something of a shake- 
~ down cruise. The 
scouts elected their 
officers, had a weekend camping/sailing trip, a visit to 
the tall ship Bounty (including the rare opportunity 
to climb aloft in the rigging), and weekly meetings 
and activities aboard the schooner Sherman Zwicker. 
For the scouts, it is not all play and no work. The 
Rovers volunteered at the Scottish Games at Thomas 
Point Beach and planned other fund-raising activities. 
A generous private donation will help the scouts pur- 
chase their “Class A” uniforms, and other funds will 
help purchase the ship’s flag. 


Sea Scouts aboard the tall ship, Bounty. 


The Sea Scouts schedule is not slowing down a bit. 
Fall plans include another sail aboard the steel ketch 
Must Roos, a kayaking trip to Merrymeeting Bay and 
an overnight at the Museum. When the really cold 
wind begins to blow, ice boating is on the agenda. 


New Scouts are Welcome to Join! 

Sea Scouts is part of the Boy Scouts of America 
and is open to boys and girls ages 14 — 21. The focus 
of the organization is outdoor adventure, building 
leadership skills for youth, and teamwork, all with a 
maritime emphasis. Anyone interested in Sea Scouts 
should contact Skipper Joey Donley at 
jdidit72@yahoo.com or Jim Nelson at Maine 
Maritime Museum, 443-1316, ext. 325 or 
nelson@MaritimeME.org. 


October 2009 


% Lc | 


This summer, MMM once again offered its 
week-long Young Mariner’s Day Camp. The 
response was terrific, with 19 campers in atten- 
dance. Museum Educator Jim Nelson explained 
that the entire week is planned around fun with 
a nautical flavor. “We make full use of the ter- 
rific facilities we have at the Museum and many 
local resources to give these kids a real maritime 
adventure.” Using clever subterfuge, Nelson also 
included a hidden educational component. “I 
would never let the kids know they are learning 
something during summer vacation, but they 
do go away with a deeper understanding of nau- 
tical heritage and practice. We slip in some his- 
tory, navigation, language of the sea, that sort of 
thing. They never see it coming.” 


of the Museum and built a ship model to take 


Camp began with a tour of the Museum, | 
including the generally off-limits artifacts stor- | 
age in the basement, a personal “Indiana Jones 
adventure.” During the week the campers took 
part in various sailor activities including “sea 
chantey tug-of-war” and the “heaving line and 
hawser game.” Time was spent on the pirate 
play ship and in the Boatshop steaming oak | 
strips into bracelets and using various hand | 
tools. The campers took a field trip to Reid 
State Park where they swam, built sand castles, 
and flew hand-made kites. Vigorous outdoor 
activity was balanced with quieter craft time. 
The campers decorated hardhats for their tour 


home. Assisting Nelson with the camp were 
counselors, Lindsay Sasso and Betsy 
Nelson, both of whom finished each 
day as tired as the kids. The week 
ended on a high note with a sail on 
the schooner Eastwind out of 
Boothbay Harbor followed by an 
ice cream social. In all, the Young 
Mariner’s Day Camp could be 
judged a great success, based on | 
nothing more than the number of | 
Young Mariners who have already 
said they'll be signing on for next 
year’s voyage. Stay tuned to the 
website and future Rhumb Lines for 
2010 camp dates and sign up early! 


ESTO 


The Rhumb Line 


New MMM 
Volunteers 


A warm welcome to newcomers 
who joined our volunteer staff 
this summer: 


Caroline Owens 
Donnell House 


James Myall 
Library and Sherman Zwicker 


Betsy Nelson 


Special Events, Young Mariner’ 
Counselor 


Lindsay Sasso 
Special Events, Young Mariner’ 
Counselor, Greeter/Docent at 


Donnell House, Sherman Zwicker, 
and Launch Tank 


Steve Chandler 
Sherman Zwicker 


Recognition Event Brings 
Volunteer Staff Together 


Celebrating Another 
Successful Year! 


On Wednesday, October 21, 
MMM volunteer staff and guests 
will join Museum staff in Long 
Reach Hall to be thanked and rec- 
ognized for their contributions of 
volunteer service to the Museum 
over the past year. We are proud to 
acknowledge the skills, dedication, 
and the knowledge of our over 
200 volunteers! It’s not too late to 
RSVP. Contact the Volunteer 
Office at (207) 443-1316 Ext. 350 
or Harrison@MaritimeME.org. 


www.MaineMaritimeMuseum.org 
We are making some changes to 
the website and its hosting. In the 
transition, if you have not gotten 
an EBlast about Labor Day 
Weekend or Fall Activities at 
MMM, please send an email to 
Crouch@MaritimeME.org and we 
will add you back to our list to get 
regular updates on activities at 
MMM. Sorry for the inconvenience. 


Summer Recap: It’s the coordinated effort of all the volunteer staff 
working with MMM staff who create the “volunteer experience...” 


We can honestly say it’s been a whirlwind of a summer! 
The volunteer staff have been terrific, responding to the 
call for support for all of our many special events. What 
else do volunteers do? Behind-the-scenes volunteers keep 
track of artifacts and archival materials, care for the physi- 
cal plant, help with staff projects, and help build and 
restore boats. Front-line volunteers man Donnell House, 
Launch Tank, and Sherman Zwicker, greet our visitors, 
provide tours of Bath Iron Works and our Percy & Small 
Shipyard. Please consider joining our team. Volunteers are 
needed year-round. (Contact Ann Harrison at (207) 443- 
1316 ext 350 or Harrison@MaritimeME.org.) Grateful 
thanks to John Briley, Howard Klerk, Mark Biscoe, Ray 
Swain, Dave Crump, Skip Orem, and Bob Brown for 
stepping up to the plate as volunteer Visitor Services 
Assistants in the face of important budget cuts. 
Interfacing with the VSAs and volunteer staff this season 
has been my pleasure and privilege. Thank you guys! 


—Ann Harrison, Volunteer Office 


Why | Volunteer by Lindsay Sasso 


Lindsay and a playful fan at MMM's Young Mariners Camp. 


This spring, I had the pleasure of graduating from the 
University of Maine with a B.A. in Art History. In 
September, I am excited to head to England to begin a mas- 
ters program in Museum Studies. But in the meantime, | 
was one of those thousands of college students searching for 
a ‘summer job.’ I thought the probability of finding some- 
thing meaningful to do this summer was, lamentably, very 
slim. Fortunately, I discovered MMM’s volunteer program! 
It was easy to get started; the hours were very flexible, and 
there was a wide variety of things I could do, a perfect posi- 
tion for someone interested in a career with museums. 

I have learned something from every job. On Mondays, 
I helped the Registrar, Kelly Page, with various projects, 


giving me the opportunity to study how museums acquire, 
manage, and store artifacts. I was amazed by the sheer size 
and variety of maritime artifacts the museum holds, and 
loved learning about collections management. As a docent 
for both the Sherman Zwicker and the Launch Tank, teach- | 
ing museum visitors has allowed me to attain a valuable 
knowledge of nautical history. : 
I found interesting special events happening at MMM, 
Opportunities for volunteers to help. In July I had the 
chance to sell tickets for the M.S. Bounty when she paid 
Maine Maritime a weekend visit. After the Bounty closed 
down for the day, I found myself with the unexpected 
opportunity to climb up the ship’s ratlines, something I’ve 
always wanted to do! 
Not only is the work rewarding, but I have also met 
many great people during my time at the Museum. 
Whether they are fellow Museum workers or Visitors, 
everyone has something to offer and unique experiences to 
share. All of the staff members have been very welcoming 
and helpful, which makes volunteering at MMM all the 
more gratifying. 
I was certainly not a leading expert in maritime history 
when I joined the volunteer staff; but in a such short time 
I have learned so much. I will be sad to end my volunteer 
duties this September, but I am certain that the experiences 
I have gained from working with MMM will continue to 
serve me well as I work towards my future career. 


Ra The Rhumb Line : 
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Annual Volunteer Cruise to 
Eagle Island 


September 11 brought a beautiful day for the Volunteer Cruise. We ferried to Eagle 
Island, the summer home of Admiral Robert Peary and were guests of the Maine 
Parks Service and Friends of Eagle Island. 


Sherman Zwicker Engineer Walks the 
Deck with MMM Crew 


Dick Forrest, engineer for the Sherman Zwicker, conducts a tutorial on the deck of the 
vessel. Forrest has been a helpful resource to both veteran and new docents who 
interpret the history of the vessel during its active years in the cod fishery on the 
Grand Banks off Newfoundland. 


Pejepscot/ MMM Volunteers Exchange Visits 


On October 7 and 29, volunteers 
from MMM and the Pejepscot 
Museum in Brunswick will have had 
a glimpse of what one another’s work 


environments are like. Each visit will 
feature tours and an exchange of ideas 
about volunteering in a museum 
environment. 
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New and Rejoining Members Fall 09 


(May 31- August 21, 2009) 


Mr. Carlton Apollonio Mr. and Mrs. Christopher J. 


Ms. Gail Aseltine Grill 

Mr. William L. Ball II , 
Mr. Nick Barboza _ Mr. ad Mrs. Don Hale 
Mr. Donald Barrett Mr. grordon Hafnor 
The Beatty Family Mr. Malcolm Hamilton 


Mr. and Mrs. Eric Hawkins 
Ms. Deirdre Heersink 
Mr. and Mts. Warren 
Higgons 
Ms. Colleene E. Holigan 
Mr. and Mrs. John R. 
Houghton © 
Dr. and Mrs. Michael 
Humphreys 


Mr. Michael Bergeron 

Mr. and Mrs. B. Dan 
Berryman 

Ms. Kathyrn Biberstein 

Mr. Stephen J. Bobalek 


Mr. Paul Brawley & 
Ms. Jennifer Mills 


Mr. Robert Brown 


Mrs. Janice B. Bryan 
Ms. Patricia Caton 

Mr. Stephen C. Caulfield 
Ms. Elizabeth P. Childs - 
Mr. Robert B. Cleary j 

Mr. Michael H. Clarke” 
Mr. Richard Cliffe 
Ms. Ellén Conner and 


[. Kurrus. 
Mr. Steve Adams 4 y 
. David Kynor ©. 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Cormi 2. fg. 
Johnson 


Mr. Timothy R. Czerney 
Mrs. Birgit N. Deeds 
Mr. Dennis P. Denio 


Mr. Gordon Dinnsmore 
illiam M. Dolloff 
Mr. James E. Dufresne i 
Mr. CharlesEber 
Hannah Edmunds Family 
Ms, Serante Ellis 

Mr. Richard E. Fisher 


Mr and Mrs, John @. Mr Tim 
Fitzgerald 


Mr. Arthur Flitner 


Mr. and Mrs. William 


Ms. Nancy Forsell 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Fritz 


Mr. and Mrs. William FE 
Fruin 


Mr. Tobias Gabranski 
Mr. Frederick K. Gale 


Mr. and Mrs. William W. 
Gallagher, III ; 


Mr. and Mrs. John Garrison 


Mr. Ian Gracey ; 
Mr. John H. Graham Mr. 


ve a 


Ms. Denley Poor an . 
Mr. Matthew D. Reyno 


Mr. David Povich 
Mr. Bill Radel 

Dr. Lynn Rider 

Mr. Robert R. Riley 
Mr. Dennis M. Ring 
Mr. Richard Roberge 


Mr. and Mrs. J. Curtis 
Roberts 


Mrs. Jill Rose 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
Sarezky 

Mr. Ed Saxby 

Mr. Kenneth E. Schaller 

Ms. Rachel Scheff 

Mr. Wesley Seekamp 

Ms. Vicki Skydell 

Mr. George A. Snyder 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Spear 

Ms. Vicki Sprague 

Mrs. Barbara F. Stallard 

Ms. Jean Stephenson 

Ms. Julia H. Stires 


Mrs, Virginia Squires- 
Eklund 


Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Temple 
Mr. Edwin Thelander 
Mr. O. David Thompson 
Mr. Peter Upton 

Ms. Meegan Veeder-Shave 
Mr. Francis Vigneau 


Ms. Melissa S. Walker and 
Ms. Lauren Mendeck 


Mr. Chad Weaver 
. Kirt Weaver 
. David C. West 
Mr. Charles M. Weymouth 
Mr. and Mrs. James Wilkes 
Mr. Randy Wise 

Ms. Cynthia K. Zelinka 


Dr. and Mrs. Robert M. 
Zollinger 


The Boatshop has been 
busy this summer! Four Yankee 
Tender skiffs, built by 31 eighth 
graders from South Bristol and 
Woolwich schools, were launched 
at the end of June. This was by 

far the largest group of students 
ever to participate in our year- 
long boatbuilding course. We 

have a strong relationship with 
Principal Tom Soule at the 
Woolwich Central School, and 
fourteen new seventh and eighth 
graders will be participating in 

our Discovery Boatbuilding pro- 
gram this fall. We are excited 

about this partnership, and are 
extremely grateful to all Boatshop — 
volunteers who have helped with 
these student programs. : 


boned skiff. Thanks to all the 
boatshop volunteers who helped 
out to make the camp a success. 

We plan to offer the camp next — 
year, so call for more info! 


Boat Building 
Weekends Available 


Special boat building weekends are 
available for groups of three or 
more with advanced notice. 
Corporate team building, family _ 
reunions... Contact Kurt Spiridakis 
at (207) 443-1316 ext 334 or 
Boatshop@MaritimeME.org. _ : 
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Library Boat 


The Boatshop recently built a one-of-a-kind boat that will 


never have to float. Built by 24 patrons of the Patten Free 
Library Children’s Room, a Library Skiff took shape over a 
week in mid-July. The kids, aged 8-14, built this 7 1/2’ 


Carol McFadden (in hat), Patten Free Library Children’s Librarian 
kicks off the christening of the library skiff. 


“skiff,” complete with built-in bookshelves and a tapered 
mast. Many thanks to all who helped out with the project, 


Boatshop volunteer, Mark Seidenberg, supervises the especially Jason Morin, Jim Nelson, Jim McQuaide, and 


construction crew. 


Fall Blowout Sale! 


13’ Beach Pea for Sale $4,500 


Specifications: 
L.O.A.:13’ 
LW 100 4 1-: 

Beam: 4’3” 

Draft: 

Centerboard Up: 3” 
Centerboard Down: 18” 
Approx Weight: 125 
Ibs. Sprit Rig: 54 sq ft. 


This sweet little boat 
is looking for a good 
home and we've 
kes $2,000 off the original asking price to help her 
find one. The Beach Pea combines the best character- 
istics of seaworthiness and traditional charm. Whether 
used for exploring the coast, marshes, rivers or inland 
lakes, its reputation as a tender is excellent. It is a 
modern adaptation of the Peapod, a classic, centuries- 
old design. This particular Beach Pea was recently 
built in the Museum’s Boatshop and includes spruce 
spars, a dacron sprit sail, and a pair of Shaw and 
Tenney rowing oars. 


Contact Kurt Spiridakis in the Boatshop 
(207) 443-1316 ext 334 or 
Boatshop @MaritimeME. org 


if you want to give one of 


these treasures a good home. 


Mark Seidenberg. 


Isle Au Haut Skiff for Sale $8,000 


Specifications: L.O.A.: 12’ 
Beam: 4’2” 
Approx Weight 200 Ibs. 


Built in the Museum's 
Boatshop, the Isle Au 
Haut Skiff is a whitehall- 
style pulling boat, also 
called a Cape Rosier 
Skiff. This example is a 
= elton a an original 1907 Isle Au Haut Skiff, 
Tara, that is part of the Museum's collection. These 
boats combine the best characteristics of seaworthiness 


and traditional charm with an excellent reputation as 
a tender. This skiff was constructed as the original 
with white oak keel, frames, breast-hook, seat risers, 
inwale, and rubrail. She is carvel planked in white- 
cedar and has a mahogany sheer plank and transom. 
She was fastened using bronze screws throughout and 
is truly a charm to row. 


Bevin Skiff $300 


Length overall: 11' 8” 
Beam: 4' 6" 


Built by students in the Museum’s summer Boatbuilder’s 
Camp this rowing boat's straightforward design and 
construction make it a good choice for an inexpensive 


tender. This is a traditional skiff design that's built just 


like most of the working skiffs that have come before it. 


Price includes a set of hardwood oars. 
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This picture of Portland Harbor, taken by Captain 
Frank A. Wilson (1879-1956) and published as last 
issue's Puzzler, has incited a mild debate. We have 
received three completely different ideas from four 
people who all should know what they are talking 
about. First was Jim Millinger, suggesting that it was 
taken from the area of Thompson's Point, looking 
down the Fore River towards the railroad bridge, with 
Vaughan’s Bridge in behind, the Portland Rolling 
Mills in South Portland (right) and the Boston & 
Maine Railroad coal sheds and engine house in 
Portland (left). Next came John R. Chesebro, who 
suggested that the photograph showed the southerly 
shore of the Back Cove, looking westerly from a point 
in back of Munjoy Hill. The wharf on the left, he 
thinks, is Clapp’s Wharf; the factory on the left is the 
J. S. Ricker & Co. tannery, on the right is the 
Portland Stoneware Co., in Westbrook, and the bridge 
is Deering’s Bridge. He thinks the photo would have 
to be before 1885, when much of the area on the left 
was filled in, making the present-day Bayside area. 
Third was Dick Roberge who believes the picture was 
taken from near the present US Coast Guard station 


in South Portland, looking west across the top of Mill 
Cove toward the Portland Bridge (replaced in 1916 by 
the Million Dollar Bridge), with an electric generating 
station on the left (Knightville) and Portland Gas 
Works on the right (Portland). Tad Lyford later came 
up with a similar idea, although he thought the pho- 
tographer might have been standing further to the 
east, and he pointed out that the building to the right 
could be the structures of the Portland Dry Docks in 
the middle of the harbor. 

Well, faced with this situation, I dug out all the 
Portland Harbor maps and charts we could find, 
which didn’t really help. Mr. Chesebro’s idea dated 
before 1885 does seem like a long shot, since we 
know who the photographer was, and he was born 
in 1879. However, going back to the original glass 
plate negative, I realized there are many more details 
visible under magnification. Here is a blown-up ver- 
sion for all of you, and perhaps it will inspire some- 
one. It inspired me, so I now have my own 
half-baked idea, different from all the others, natu- 
rally. I think it may be taken from South Portland, 
like Messrs. Roberge and Lyford, but one cove fur- 


ther west — deep in the cove between Knightville and 
Turners Island, looking roughly north. The bridge 
would be the other railroad bridge that existed 
around 1900, carrying the Eastern Division of the 
Boston & Maine Railroad from Turners Island to 
Portland. On the left would be the Eastern Division's 
shops and engine house, and on the right would be 
the Portland Gas Works, also visible from this angle. 
Actually, the big square stack is something else, on 
the water side of the tracks. And in the middle (I 
didn’t realize there was anything in the middle, 
before) would be the Forest City Sugar Refinery and 
other nearby businesses. Obviously, I had an unfair 
advantage over everyone else, in being able to look at 
the negative with a magnifying glass. 

So there you are. Feel free to weigh in and tear my 
ideas apart. The white church in the left distance 
should be identifiable, too, whoever is right. If you are 
one of the gentlemen above and want to defend your 
ideas or admit defeat, or if you are anyone else with 
something to contribute, please contact Senior Curator 
Nathan R. Lipfert, 207-443-1316, ext. 328, or 
Lipfert@MaritimeME.org, or drop a card in the mail. 


_ 207) 443-1316 es 344. 


In Memorial and 
In Honor Gifts 


(May 31 — August 21, 2009) 


In Memory of Edmond G. Buron 
Ted and Susan Sherman 


In Memory of Philip Chaney 
Mary O. Luke 


In Memory of Ken Kramer 
Howard and Valerie Michelsen 
Thomas and Valerie Ruckert 
Gail Allan 


In Memory of Shirley Peavey 
Richard and Maria McElman 
Diane Moyer 

Darrell and Dorothy Pelletier 
John and Mary Thomas 


In Honor of Bob and Ruth Kingsbury’s 
50th Wedding Anniversary 


Louis and Phyllis Elias 
Frank and Claire Murphy 
Duncan and Ellie McQueen 


For more information on how to join 
this select group of businesses and profes- 
sionals who care about our maritime 


heritage and future, visit our website at -— 


www.MaineMaritimeMuseum.org or — 
contact Randall Thomas at 


to Maine Maritime Museum 


A Planned Gift is a Bridge to the Future for the 


Donor and the Institution 


A bequest is the expression of a desire to make a continu- 
ing impact on the world. Beyond the mortal boundary, 
such gifts can work to change lives, benefit society, and 
build a better world. 

Maine Maritime Museum has grown through legacy 
gifts, large and small, from individuals from all walks of 
life who shared a passion for Maine’s maritime heritage. 
Gifts in the future will help assure that heritage remains 
vibrant, bringing knowledge and enjoyment today, and 
benefiting generations to come. 

To honor those individuals, past and present, whose 
estate plans include Maine Maritime Museum, the Capt. 
W. J. Lewis Parker Leadership Society has been formed. 
The Society is named for Capt. W. J. Lewis Parker who 
was the undisputed worldwide authority on large cargo 
schooners of the U.S. Eastern Seaboard. Through public 
lectures, published articles, and as a supporter of many 
maritime museums around the world, Lew generously 
shared his knowledge and his collection during his lifetime. 

In his will, he left the Museum his extensive collection of 
manuscripts, photographs, ephemera, and a vast maritime 


library. He also gave an unrestricted gift of cash to support 
the Museum in whatever ways the trustees deemed most 
needed and sensible. In part, that gift provided for the cata- 
loguing and accessioning of his collection to make the 
materials publicly accessible and usable for research. It is the 
well-considered nature of his generous gift that provided the 
inspiration for the founding of the leadership society to 
honor those individuals who have made provisions for 
Maine Maritime Museum in their wills or through other 
planned gifts. We invite you to join. For more information, 
please contact Janice Kauer, Director of Development, at 
Kauer@MaritimeME.org or 207-443-1316 ext. 327. 


Fall is a Great Time to Donate a Boat to 
Maine Maritime Museum. 


Tax savings could equal what you might sell your boat 


for in this unfortunately depressed boat market, and the 
quick process puts an end to ongoing costs — Questions? 


Call Janice at 207-443-1316 ext. 327. 


Please support the businesses that support MMM! 


Antiques, Crafts Food & Lodging Franchise 
Halcyon Yarn Admiral Steak House Franchise Direct 
Lisa Marie’s Made in Maine Barn Door Cafe HH Bee Gs ; 
Maine Antique Dealers Association Bailey Island Hotel am ae Scoot ce 
Thomaston Place Auction Galleries, Inc. Beale Street Barbeque age ae 
: Carl A. Bickford, Inc. 
: Belle Fete Events & Catering 
Arts & Entertainment bse Rogers Ace Hardware 
: : Byrnes’ Irish Pub 
Back River Music Works : 
: Comfort Inn Information, Technology 
Nor Easters 


The Galen C. Moses 


Winters Gone Alpaca Farm and Store Harraseeket Inn 


House B & B BEK Inc. Computer Network Design 


and Service 


Automotive Henry and Marty Restaurant, Catering : : 
Atlantic Motorcar Services Holiday Inn of Bath Marine Sales Sa 
Ph bec Marker Bath Iron Works, 
Energy Services ind at Bak A General Dynamics Company 
M.W. Sewall J.R. Maxwell & Company Brunswick Boat Works 
Engineering, Manufacturing, Kennebec Tavern & Marina Maine Built Boats 
Construction Mae's Cafe & Bakery Yale Cordage 
Lane Construction Corporation Maine Lobster Direct Non-Profit Organizations 
Reed & Reed Now You're Cooking Bath Area Family YMCA 
Robinhood Free Meeting House ; 
epi car aang 
Bath Savings Institution Sagamore Lobster Company hic eee Bach 
Cross Insurance Sarah's Café & Twin Schooner Pub Pine Tree Society 
“ai See Sebasco Harbor Resort Sheepscot Valley Conservation Assoc 
‘phe 3° Simply Elegant Catering The Theater Project : 
Moncure & Barnicle Solo Bistro Bistro Nor Easters 


North & Co., Personal Financial Advisor Starlight Café 
PretiFlaherty 


Stone Cove Catering Planned Communities, Real Estate ; 
RBC Wealth Management Topside Inn Morton Real Estate 
Fine Furniture, Cabinetry Wiscasset Motor Lodge 
The Kennebec Company 


Lie-Nielsen Toolworks 


October 2009 


As an avid boater 
and as a former stu- 
dent of maritime 
history, I have long 
been aware of the 
existence the Maine 
Maritime Museum, 
and for most of the 
10 years I’ve lived 
in the area, I’ve 


"been a member and 
appreciative visitor. But when we started Solo Bistro four 
years ago, our small staff was too busy with all the work 
that goes into preparing a full menu entirely from scratch 
to consider catering in addition to our regular operations, 
so MMM'’°s Business Partner program didn’t seem like it 
was something for us. Of course I’ve always known that the 
Maine Maritime Museum was one of the area's top attrac- 
tions for visitors, but somehow it just didn’t seem very rele- 
vant to our business. 

That began to change for me this past winter and 
spring when I began running into Communications & 
Marketing Manager Cathy Crouch at various marketing- 


Visit Solo 


Enjoy the Benefits of Membership 


All membership levels provide: Shipwright 


e FREE admission to the Museum 

¢ Use of the Library (by appointment) 

¢ 10% discount at Museum Store 

¢ The Rhumb Line newsletter 

¢ Museum e-news letter 

¢ Members’ rates for events, programs, 
lectures & classes 


e Special recognition in Museum gee ae ae = 
publications ge VS ae 

es © A total of 2 st M issi ; 

Sustaining 5 guest Museum admissions Alternate address (FROM es ae Ga | ys) 

AR oF ae shone he e One behind-the-scenes tour of the 

° 50% discount on guest Museum oe STREET CITY STATE ZIP 


admissions 

* Opportunity to rent Museum facilities 
for weddings, functions, etc. 

>» Membership to the Council of American 
Maritime Museums (CAMM), entitling 
you to admission benefits at more than 
75 maritime museums 


A total of 5 guest Museum admissions 
Two free mooring nights 


October 2009 


siness Partners: 


a 5 m Dati 
town Batn 


All of the above benefits plus: : Please check Membership : 


¢ A total of 10 guest Museum admissions (Individual $40 [1 Family $65 C1 Sustaining $125 
¢ Free book! Choose one while supplies 


last! Whalesmen and Whaleships of 
Maine or A Dorymans Day or A 
Singleness of Purpose: The Skofields and : NAME 
Their Ships. Circle your choice! 


» 25% discount on rental fees for 
Museum facilities 


related seminars and events and began to chat with her 
about the relationship between the downtown businesses 
and MMM. I learned about some of the Museum's initia- 
tives to draw more visitors to the area, and gradually it 
dawned upon me that there were some very relevant pos- 
sibilities for working with MMM. Anyway, once I wised 
up, I joined up, and since then Solo Bistro — and other 
downtown restaurants, I believe — have collaborated with 
the Museum on several projects that aim at enlarging the 
economic pie for everyone in Bath. In a down economy, 
that kind of collaborative approach is precisely what is 
needed to maximize marketing expenditures. 

So now I’ve added a line to my marketing budget that 
says MMM, even if we're not catering functions there, 
because it puts people in Solo’s seats. Plus I still get to 
enjoy the fascinating exhibits and symposia, or at least 
daydream about them. Through my involvement with 
Main Street Bath, I run across news of the Museum's fie 

oe ; which, int¢rséct 

many initiatives to promote itself, Bath, and area busi- gt “yy 
nesses, and I am delighted that Solo Bistro has come 

aboard with the Business Partner program. Our bistro’s ee - 

: - angle. A line of constant 

name may be “Solo,” but when it comes to marketing 5 


these days, we prefer not to go it alone! eis a taumab-line 


07 22272 es whan, —shictra cr 
e 207-443-3373 e¢ www.solobistro.com 


C] Patron $250 C1) Shipwright $500 (] Downeaster $1,000 


Please charge my membership on [J MasterCarp [] Visa [] Discover (] AMEX 


CARD NUMBER EXP. DATE CARDHOLDER S SIGNATURE 


I have also enclosed $__ SSCs. a contribution to the Annual Fund. 


Please make check payable to Maine Maritime Museum and return to: 
243 Washington Street, Bath, ME 04530 

Dues and other contributions are tax deductible as provided by law. 
Stock or planned gift? Does your company provide matching gifts? 
Please call us at (207) 443-1316 x327 


The Rhumb Line 


Notes from 
the Orlop 


Except for their loose wrenches slid- 
ing by, the engine room gang would 
not really take note of how far the 
ship was rolling, but those up on the 
bridge would take considerable inter- 
est. This 1920 Henschel clinometer 
ambitiously records up to a 70-degree 
role; the two reset-able outer needles 
record the extremity of motion, 
should the vessel actually recover. 
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Notes from the Orlop, No. 35 
Always topside at 


www. MaineMaritimeMuseum.org 


Now is the Season! 
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The Best in Maritime Books! 
Nautical Knick-knacks, Clocks, Barometers, Specialized MMM Ornaments, Keychains 
And Much More! 


Members—do your holiday shopping and double your discount (to 20%) through December 24, 2009! 


Mariner’s Award/BIW gear make great 
collector's items. 


Maine specialty items make great gifts. 


Commemorative Wyoming ornaments from Springers Jewelers (above) fit on any tree 
NEW! At $7.95, Wyoming/MMM coin keychains make great stocking stuffers. 


Kennebec Estuary Land Trust and MMM Collaborate 
Art Benefit at MMM: Along the Kennebec Estuary works by Sally Loughridge 


SEPTEMBER 11 — DECEMBER 18 


South Bristol artist Sally Loughridge spent a year 
traveling by foot, car and boat along the Kennebec 
Estuary, one of the nation’s most significant coastal 
resources. She took photographs, gathered impres- 
sions and absorbed the character of the landscape 
where the salty tide from the Atlantic meets the fresh 
waters of the Kennebec River. 

From these explorations she painted over 40 works 
in oil, watercolor and soft pastel. The Kennebec 
Estuary Land Trust (KELT) collaborated with her on 
the exhibit by sharing educational information about 
the region and the preserves it 
stewards. The Trust is dedi- 
cated to conservation of the 
natural, historic, scenic, cul- 
tural and agricultural resources 
of the Kennebec Estuary. 

Each work of art is accom- 
panied by a label that offers 
information about the ecol- 
ogy, geology or conservation 
significance of the landscape 


depicted. The collaboration Autumns Edge 


illustrates how land can inspire people in many ways — 
some are motivated artistically to paint, photograph or 
write; some are inspired physically to canoe, swim or 
hike through the landscape; others feel an urge to 
engage by hunting, building and settling; and still 
others are impassioned to try to stop the tide of change 
and conserve the land. 

From September 10 — December 18, Sally’s paint- 
ings will be shown in the approach to Long Reach 
Hall and are available for sale, with a portion of sales 
going to KELT and to the Museum. Giclee prints and 

giftcards are available 
for sale in the Museum 
Store. (Museum dis- 
counts will not apply to 
this work.) 

Over the years nearly 
18,000 acres of land 
within the Kennebec 
Estuary have been pre- 
served (1.6% of the 1.1 
million acres in the KE) 

through innovative 


Fall Palette 


partnerships of public and private organizations. This 
benefit at MMM is part of our ongoing commitment 
to support efforts to maintain Maine's maritime char- 
acter and educate through programs that help people 
appreciate and enjoy Maine’s coastal resources. 
Loughridge has exhibited widely in the mid coast 
region for almost ten years. Her soft pastel paintings 
have garnered a number of awards in juried shows. 


She has taught pastel painting for the last seven years. 


